The History of the 
National Association for Campus Activities
Mission Statement
NACA links the higher education and entertainment communities in a business and learning partnership, creating educational and business opportunities for our student and professional members.

In 1960, a group of school representatives formalized a simple and practical idea to help increase the buying power of their campus programming dollars. They developed a process that allowed schools within close geographical proximity to work together to share travel and other logistical costs for artists and performers booked for campus shows over a certain block of dates. This process, now known as Cooperative Buying or CO-OP Buying, forms the cornerstone of the National Association for Campus Activities (NACA).
Timeline
1960 - NACA begins life as a cooperative booking project in North Carolina.

Founded by 

Rudy Alexander – retired director of the University Union and assistant dean of student activities at Eastern Carolina University (NC)

Allen de Hart – now serving as special assistant for cultural affairs at Louisburg College (NC)

Gerald O.T Erdahl – organized and directed the North Carolina State University Student Union from 1949 until his death in 1961.

Bill Griffith – retired director of student activities at Duke University (NC)

Howard Henry – retired director of the Graham Memorial Union at UNC-Chapel Hill

David W. Phillips – retired program director of the North Carolina State College Union

C. Shaw Smith – director of student activities at Davidson College (NC) until his death in March 1992
1961 – Six attractions block booked during the year in North Carolina and Virginia.
1963 – In May, representatives from NC colleges, surrounding out-of-state colleges, and representatives from booking agencies meet at Duke University.
1964 – On Feb. 28 a booking meeting is held at NC State with 28 colleges and universities throughout the Southeast and 11 agencies in attendance. A need is identified for showcases and educational sessions.

1965 – A two-day conference is held Feb. 4-5 at NC State. The conference fee of $6 includes registration, two lunches and coffee hours. Simon and Garfunkel showcase, but are not received with enthusiasm.
1966 – A second two-day conference held Feb. 3-4; The Coffeehouse Circuit is initiated; organization moves to South Carolina (USC) because volunteer chair, Dave Phillips, accepts job there; organization officially becomes the National Entertainment Organization
1967 – The conference is held in Columbia, SC at the Wade Hampton Hotel and is attended by the organization’s first board of directors.
1968 – The Block Booking Conference is held in Charlotte, NC. Students hold a closed session to discuss unfair pricing and other problems, which results in a decision to form a national organization to share information and continue to cooperatively buy talent. The leadership reconvenes, voting to formally organize as the National Entertainment Conference (NEC). The first executive director (a volunteer position) Dave Phillips appointed. A national office is established at USC-Columbia. The first NEC Newsletter is published. The organization has an annual budget of $10,000 with member dues set at $50 per year. In June, NEC Rider adopted. In the fall, the first Eastern Regional Conference held in Hamburg, NY.
1969 – The National Convention moves from Charlotte to Memphis. The first NEC bylaws are approved and the standing committee, executive, nominating, development and convention planning committees are established. The first National Summer Workshop is held at UNC-Chapel Hill Aug. 17-22.
1970 – The NEC Services Corporation is formed. The Associate Member Advisory Board is created. The first full-time executive director Dave Phillips is named. The National Office moves to first off-campus home at Senate Plaza. Eight new national committees are approved. The NEC Newsletter is converted to magazine format.
1971 – The Immediate Past Chair is directed to serve as chair of both Nominating Committee and AMAB.

1972 – The Grievance Committee is established.

1975 – A code of ethics for schools and associates is adopted.

1976 – The organization is renamed National Entertainment and Campus Activities Association (NECAA). The regions are established. Gary English becomes Executive Director. The Board votes to include one member of AMAB to the Board of Directors as an ex officio, non-voting representative.

1978 – The first Summer Leadership Meeting at Kiawah Island, SC. The first five-year long range plan is designed.
1979 – The Monograph Series begins with Student Activities Fees.

1980 – NECAA becomes a tax-exempt association. The Policies and Procedures Handbook is completed. The Far West Region is developed.

1981 – The first Associate Member Directory and Entertainment Roster is published. The first National Arts and Lectures Conference is held in Philadelphia, PA.

1982 – The organization becomes the National Association for Campus Activities (NACA). The Educational Foundation is established. Steve Slagle becomes executive director.

1983 – Student Activities Programming is renamed Campus Activities Programming. The Campus Entertainment Awards established.
1984 – The National Office moves to new headquarter on Forest Drive in Columbia. The ”25 for 25” Drive is established to fund undergraduate student scholarships. More than 200 attend three Summer Workshops. The first Prize Papers competition is launched.
1985 – Membership exceeds 1000 for the first time. The Regional Associate Member category approved. Reserved fund policies for regions are approved.

1986 – The printing of Future Perfect and Beginner’s Guide to Leadership Training monographs is approved. The Products/Services Video Showcases are approved. A statement of professional ethics is adopted.
1987 – The Wisconsin Region decides to hold a conference in the spring. The National Convention Graduate Intern program is created. Summer Workshop offerings are expanded to six. NACA participates in Music Performance License negotations.

1988 – The NACA Services Corporation is established. By-laws changes recommended by the Association Management and Operations Review Committee and a national study result in the Board being reduced from 21 to 11 members and the creation of four Educational Foundation Commissions, among other changes. A Dance Band Showcase is approved. The purchase of computer hardware, association management software and a desktop publishing system for the National Office is authorized.

1989 – The National Office building project is approved. The Multicultural Education Project is established. The Educational Foundation launches its $30,000 Promisers Campaign. The Leadership Fellows Program is created. The Association’s Diversity Statement is approved.
1990 – NACA marks its 30th anniversary. The Multicultural Education Project becomes a separate committee. The closing on the new National Office building is held June 19. Minimum standards for regional conferences are approved.

1991 – The Association’s Affirmative Action Statement is approved. The Commission for Multicultural Education is established. The NAMES Project AIDS Memorial Quilt is displayed for the first time at the National Convention. The executive director and Board Chair represent NACA in Australia. The non-profit affiliate membership category is created.
1992 – A shortened National Convention schedule for 1993 is approved. Funds are designated for membership recruitment videos. Wyoming becomes part of the Heart of America Region. The Alcohol and Other Substance Abuse Statement is approved. Supporting Student Leadership is published. The Graduate Assistantship Directory is printed. Educational Foundation Resource Kits are developed.
1993 – The school membership fee structure is changed to include smaller schools. Funding is approved for the National Office desktop computer network. Operations of the National Services Corporation are suspended.

1994 – The MasterCard ACTS Program is announced. The C. Shaw Smith New Professional Award and Associate’s Choice Awards are created. The Association’s Mission Statement is approved.

1995 – The National Convention is held on the West Coast for the first time (Anaheim, CA). NACA goes online with its own BBS and also established a presence on Apple Computer’s eWorld. The Breakthrough Artist Showcase is established (with the first actual showcase being presented at the 1996 National Convention). The MasterCard ACTS talent competition finals are held at the National Convention for the first time. Executive Director Steve Slagle resigns to assume directorship of an international association based in Dallas, TX.

1996 – The Association developed a new Strategic Plan. Alan Davis is hired as the Association’s new executive director. The Board of Directors approved a new Multiculturalism State, Affirmative Action and Awareness and Sensitivity Statements with new created Non-Discrimination, Multicultural Advancement and Affirmative Action principles. The Board of Directors creates the Cooperative Buying Services Coordinator position, to be based in the National Office, to work with and support the Cooperative Buying process.
1997 – The Development Advisory Committee meets at the National Convention to begin working on ways to generate non-dues revenue for the Association. The Regional Steering Committees are restructured as Regional Leadership Teams. The Board of Directors approves an integrated marketing plan and new fiscal policies for the Association. The National Office is restructured and is hereafter referred to as the NACA Office.
1998 – The Frank Harris Outstanding Student Government Advisor Award is established in honor of the Association’s first Chair of the Board. The Association’s Web site is expanded and enhanced. 

1999 – The Association collaborates with ACUI, NASPA, and ACPA in planning and implementing The Forum on Volunteerism, Service and Learning in Higher Education.

2002 – The Regional Structure Study Group examines NACA’s regional structure and its impact on the delivery of programs and serves and on the overall financial stability of the Association. The group recommended that regional structure move to a seven-region configuration, which the Board of Directors approved to go into effect May 1.
2006 – New strategic plan developed. NACA helps to form Campus Entertainment.
